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notification
Addendum

The following communication, dated 15 July 2013, is being circulated at the request of the delegation of the United States of America. 

_______________

TITLE:  Lacey Act Implementation Plan; Definitions for Exempt and Regulated Articles
AGENCY:  Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Agriculture

ACTION: Interim final rule

SUMMARY: In response to recent amendments to the Lacey Act, we are establishing definitions for the terms "common cultivar" and "common food crop" and several related terms. The amendments to the Act expanded its protections to a broader range of plant species, extended its reach to encompass products, including timber, that derive from illegally harvested plants, and require that importers submit a declaration at the time of importation for certain plants and plant products. Common cultivars and common food crops are among the categorical exclusions to the provisions of the Act. The Act does not define the terms "common cultivar" and "common food crop" but instead gives authority to the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the U.S. Department of the Interior to define these terms by regulation. Our definitions specify which plants and plant products will be excluded from the provisions of the Act, including the declaration requirement.

DATES: Effective dates: The addition of 7 CFR part 357, with the exception of the definitions of the terms "commercial scale" and "tree" in Sec. 357.2, is effective 8 August 2013. The addition of the definitions of the terms "commercial scale" and "tree" to Sec. 357.2 is effective 9 September 2013 unless we take action to delay the effective date or to amend or withdraw either or both definitions. Comment date: We will consider all comments on the definitions of the terms "commercial scale" and "tree" that we receive on or before 8 August 2013.

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-07-09/html/2013-16463.htm http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-07-09/pdf/2013-16463.pdf
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